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(P Next Sunday' s Message By Rev. Kim, Sung Kwan @

THE HOPE OF
GENTILES

(Romans 15:7-13)

have a certain practice when 1 study and meditate on
God's Word. 1

applying its message directly to me. Several days ago, [

always personalize Scripture by

was reading today’ s passage and it really touched my
heart. | was so excited and happy! 1 couldn’ t let go and
kept thinking about it. [ continued my studies by
referencing several bible commentaries. Commentaries
provide insightful historical and scholarly presentations
that help further one’ s understanding of Scripture.
However, even the commentaries did not mention the
wonderful revelation of hope contained in Romans 15:7-
13 that God spoke to my heart. Furthermore, its author,
Paul, who was a Christian Jew and led by the Holy Spirit didn’ t and
couldn’ t fully understand its meaning. | am a Christian Gentile and [
completely understand the hope of Gentiles and pray that you, too, will

feel and understand this amazing hope!

Paul brings this chapter of his letter to the Roman church with a
reminder for all Christians, who are ‘weak and strong
Christ. Moreover, although he is not the founder of their church, he is
the apostle to the Gentiles, and it is in that capacity that he has written to
them. As Christ welcomed us without discrimination, so let us (the
church) make room for one another without discrimination, “"Accept one
another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to
God" (vs. 7). As Christ has welcomed you, most especially the weak and
poor, so the church needs o welcome one another unreservedly so that
God will be glorified by His people’ s mutual love and kindness. It is so

important for the church to remain united together, not separated by the

strong in faith and the weak in faith because Christ despises neither of

them.

“For 1 tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on
behalf of God' s truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs”
(vs. 8). Christ became a servant to the Jewish people. He was sent only
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel to show God' s truthfulness (Mt.
15:24). Christ came not to receive service but to give it - first, and
directly, to the Jews, in order to fulfill the promises which God had
made to their forefathers, and then also to the Gentiles, that they might

rejoice in God' s uncovenanted mercy.

But if the bringing of the gospel to the Jews fulfilled the promises
to the patriarchs, the evangelization and conversion of the Gentiles were
catena of Old

Testament testimonia in which the Gentiles are presented as praising the

also foretold in the Old Testament. Paul adduces a
God of Israel and placing their hope in Israel’ s Messiah. Christ s direct
ministry to ‘the circumcised was continued by the apostles, “so that the
Gentiles may glorify God for His mercy, as it is written; "Therefore T will
praise you among the Gentiles: 1 will sing hymns to your name” (vs, 9),

A quotation from Psalm 18:49 where David, having incorporated non-

. to follow after
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Israelite nations in his empire, counts them as now belonging to the
heritage of the God of Israel.

Paul continues to quote Old Testament Scripture, “Again, it says,
Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’” (vs. 10). (A quotation from the
Song of Moses (Dt. 32:43).) "And again, ‘Praise the Lord, all you
Gentiles, and sing praises to Him, all you people’ " (vs. 11). A quotation
from Psalm 117:1, where the whole world is called upon to praise the
God of Israel for His steadfast love and faithfulness. “And again, Isaiah
says, ‘The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over
the nations; the Gentiles will hope in Him' " (vs. 12). A quotation from
Isaiah 11:10, where the expected Messiah of David' s line, ‘shall stand as
an ensign to the peoples; Him shall the nations seek . The fact that
Gentiles would be blessed by the gospel Paul sees as something clearly
predicted in Old Testament times. This meant that he viewed his own
ministry as God' s means towards the fulfillment of his promise to the

Gentiles.

"May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust
in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit’ (vs. 13). The grand object of the Gentiles hope is the glory of
God.

The Jews are God' s chosen people. That s a biblical truth no one
can deny. Prior to Christ' s crucifixion, access to God was limited solely
to the nation of Israel. Gentiles had no hope. As a first generation
Korean-American, T was not born into the traditional Jewish family. I am
not a Christian Jew, [ am a foreigner - a Christian Gentile. Without Christ,
no one can be incorporated into the community of the people of God.
In Christ, not only believing Jews are blessed but also believing Gentiles!
Without Christ, I have no hope of royal connections. In Christ, I have
hope. 1 have a much better hope than Prince Charles, the future king of
England. In Christ, I have hope of becoming a king in an eternal
kingdom! This special hope, this amazing blessing is given so that

Christian Gentiles may glorify God for his unceasing mercy.
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