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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

CHRISTIAN ASSURANCE

“o7But whoever has the world’s goods, and beholds his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does
the love of God abide in him? "*Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.

1" We shall know by this that we are of the truth, and shall assure our heart before Him, “"in whatever our heart
condemns us; for God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. *"Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us,
we have confidence before God; *?and whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments

and do the things that are pleasing in His sight.” (1 John 3:17-22)

e live in a world filled with uncertainty. Nobody knows for sure

what will happen one moment to the next. History shows us that
the strongest of nations, the most powerful of leaders, and even the
healthiest of physical bodies do not last. Even great preachers can fall
before they die. Sadly, many of today's Christians have a nervous
relationship with God because they base their beliefs and practices on
self-effort. Their Christianity comes from their own methods and ways
of thinking. Real Christians have certainty. They believe in the word of
God absolutely. Their Christian assurance comes from God's grace.
What are real Christians sure of?

Real Christians clearly know Jesus Christ as their Savior. Many people
think they know Jesus. but when push comes to shove, they first run
elsewhere, like to a close friend or the hospital. When Jesus asked his
disciples who other people thought He was, their responses were
assorted, "Some say John the Baptist, and others, Elijah; but still others,
Jeremiah, or one of the prophets” (Mt. 16:13). When Jesus asked his
disciple, Simon Peter, who He was, he answered, "You are the Christ,
the Son of the living God” (Mt. 16:16). Simon Peter knew; he had a sure
statement. Even under suffering, Paul said, “for | know whom | have
believed and | am convinced that He is able to guard what | have
entrusted to Him until that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). Paul knew Jesus; he had
no doubts. Many Christians are not sure whether Jesus is there when
trouble arises; real Christians are certain of His presence.

Before continuing, it is important to mention that every Christian
comes to know Jesus as their Savior through God's grace, not from their
own efforts. Simon Peter and Paul both clearly knew Jesus as their
Savior because it was revealed to them from above (see Mt, 16:17; Acts
9:5). It is the work of the Holy Spirit that helps you to understand the
Bible, not your own analysis. Jesus prayed, "I praise You, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and
intelligent and have revealed them to infants” (Mt. 11:25). Assurance is
given to the humble, not the proud. Too many people think they know
Jesus because of their works, These people talk like Christians, even act
like Christians, but if Jesus Christ was not revealed to them through
God's grace, then they do not have eternal life, "He who has the Son
has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the
life"” (1 Jn. 5:12). Do you know Jesus Christ as the Savior of your life?

Real Christians experience the spiritual change that salvation brings.
John, the disciple whom Jesus loved, had this experience. He wrote,
“We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love
the brethren” (1 Jn. 3:14). Do you know that you have passed out of
death into life? Paul also had this experience, and thus was able to
write, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature” (2 Cor.
5:17). Real Christians, new creatures, are not conformed to this world,
but are transformed by the renewing of their minds (see Rom. 12:2).
They do not serve two masters, “You cannot drink the cup of the Lord
and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and
the table of demons” (1 Cor. 10:21). Real Christians have spiritual
experience. Have you experienced salvation?

Real Christians are certain that the Holy Spirit dwells in their hearts,
"We know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given
us” (1 Jn. 3:24). Does the Holy Spirit really exist in you? Real Christians

are sure that He does, not because they heard about it, but because
they have experienced His presence within, “The Spirit Himself testifies
with our spirit that we are children of God” (Rom. 8:16). Are you certain
the Holy Spirit lives in you?

Real Christians are sure God listens to their prayers, “This is the
confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything
according to His will, He hears us” (1 Jn, 5:14). They are also sure that
God answers their prayer, "And all things you ask in prayer, believing,
you will receive” (Mt. 21:22), and "If you abide in Me, and My words
abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you" (Jn.
16:7). Real Christians pray all the time because they are positively sure
that God hears and responds to each one. Are you really sure that God
pays attention to your prayers?

Real Christians have no doubt that their sin separates them from God.
They know that they need to straighten out their sin problem, "We
know that no one who is born of God sins; but He who was barn of God
keeps him, and the evil one does not touch him" (1 Pet. 4:18). They
know that the blood of the Lamb, Jesus Christ, is their only answer. It is
very clear to them that God is righteous, and no sin can stand before
Him, "“And if it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved, what will
become of the godless man and the sinner?” (1 Pet. 4:18). As such, real
Christians confess their sins knowing Christ washes them away, “If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 Jn. 1:9). Do you have any
doubts about your righteousness?

Real Christians have assurance of another life, “These things | have
written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you
may know that you have eternal life” (1 Jn. 5:13). They know that their
present, temporary earthly bodies are going to be replaced with eternal
resurrection bodies (see 2 Cor. 5:1), and that they will live in a new
Jerusalem, "Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first
heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is not longer any sea.
And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband” (Rev. 21:1-
2). Real Christians get excited about going home. Are you assured of
another life?

Real Christians are positive that Jesus is coming again, “We know that
when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as
He is. And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself;
just as He is pure” (1 Jn. 3:2&3). They know when Jesus comes back
that their going to receive an unfading crown of glory (see 1 Pet. 5:4).
They also believe that the second coming of Christ will be just as
personal and visible as His ascension (see Acts 1:11). Are you positive
Christ is going to return?

My dear friends, real Christians clearly know who Jesus Christ is
because of God's grace. They experience His transforming power, and
testify to His indwelling presence. They pray to God their Father in
Christ's name, humbly confessing their sins, knowing He forgives and
washes away all sin. They have peace concerning their future, and
eagerly await Christ’s return, Do you have these Christian assurances?
Are you sure?
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