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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

REAL MESSAGE THROUGH MIRACLE

“Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the ninth hour, the hour of prayer. ?And a man who had
been lame from his mother’s womb was being carried along, whom they used to set down every day at the gate
of the temple which is called Beautiful, in order to beg alms of those who were entering the temple . -
“And all the people saw him walking and praising God; ""and they were taking note of him as being the one
who used to sit at the Beautiful Gate of the temple to beg alms, and they were filled with wonder
and amazement at what had happened to him.(Acts 3:1~10)

any of today’s Christians, like believers of old, are always

looking and asking God for some kind of miracle, but they
do not get the message. The first miracle after Pentecost was the
healing of a lame man from birth. You will remember that Acts 1
described Christ's call to wait for the coming Holy Spirit {vv. 4~8),
Acts 2 began with the Holy Spirit's coming on Pentecost.(vv.
2~4), and ended with the result of the Holy Spirit's power as
shown through Peter’s sermon that brought over 3,000 people to
faith. (v. 41) The start of Acts 3 vividly deseribes the first miracle
that took place after the coming of the Holy Spirit upon believers.
A man who had been crippled all his life was given the ability to
'Waik, jump, and run. What was the message given through this
miracle?

The Bible tells us that Peter and John were headed toward the
temple to pray around the "ninth hour.”(v. 1) This was the time
associated with the evening sacrifice. When Jesus was crucified
on the cross, just before His death, the temple curtain was torn in
two.(Mt. 27:51) This curtain separated the Hely of Holies from the
rest of the Temple. Its separation signified that the new and living
way was now open into the presence of God. Everyone is now
able to come into the Holy of Holies through faith in Christ. Peter
and John were headed into the Temple to pray and announce
Christ’s sacrifice to pay for our sins. Prayer makes miracles
possible and our message powerful,

The lame man went to the temple to beg, “And a man who had
been lame from his mother's womb was being carried along,
whom they used to set down every day at the gate of the temple
which is called Beautiful, in order to beg alms of those who were
entering the temple.”(v. 2) His feet and legs had not worked
properly all his life. His situation is really not that different from
ours, for we all walk lamely because we are sinners. We are all
born as sinners. Romans 3:10 tells us, “There is none righteous,
not even one.” Romans 3:23 even says, “for all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God.” The purpose of this lame man was
not to go to the temple to pray and ask God for help, but rather to
beg and ask people for help. He relied on other people's
sympathy and generasity for his survival. Unlike Peter and John,
who came to church to pray, this lame man camé to church to
beg and get earthly things. Do you come to church to pray? Do
you come wanting to get earthly things like the lame man? If you
ask for earthly things, you have to keep asking and asking
because earthly things do not satisfy the human soul. This lame

man needed something the world could not give him. You need
something the waorld cannot give you.

Through the miracle the lame man received the message.
“When he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple, he
began asking to receive alms. But Peter, along with John, fixed
his gaze on him and said, ‘Look at us!" And he began to give them
his attention, expecting to receive something from them."(vv.
3~5) Peter recognized the beggar's true need, even though the
beggar himself did not realize it. Peter gave the lame man a real
message through the miracle. Peter had a greater gift to be given,
“But Peter said, 'l do not possess silver and gold, but what | do
have | give to you: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene—
walk!" And seizing him by the right hand, he raised him up; and
immediately his feet and his ankles were strengthened.” (vv. 6~7)
Many of today's theologians, pastors, and Christians look for the
miracles of success, wealth, and fame. They ask the Lord for
these things, but they do not have the name of Jesus. Actually,
they are more interested in getting something rather than giving
something. With the gospel message we can save others from
sin and shame. This lame man was now healed, "With a leap he
stood upright and began to walk; and he entered the temple with
them, walking and leaping and praising God. And all the people
saw him walking and praising God; and they were taking note of
him as being the one who used to sit at the Beautiful Gate of the
temple to beg alms, and they were filled with wonder and
amazement at what had happened to him." {vv. 8~10)

What is going on with you? You come to church and say you
want to truly worship and praise the Lord God, but your prayers
reflect your own earthly desires. You ask the Lord for wonderful
miracles, but do you really experience that you have Jesus in your
heart? Look at Peter's life. After following Christ for more than
three years, just as Jesus was about to take the cross, his desire
was for the best position. After Pentecost, the most important
thing to Peter was Jesus Christ. He proved, explained, and
preached Christ. His great sermon starts in Acts 3 and ends in
Acts 4. He told the crowd about Jesus Christ. The miracle gives
us the opportunity to get the real message. The miracle created
an opportunity to preach the gospel. Whenever today’s pastors
get the opportunity what do they do? They show the crowd how
great they are by their knowledge and speech. We ought to seize
the opportunity to tell others only of Jesus Christ. Salvation is the
greatest miracle of alll Amen. 4
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