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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

FAMINE

“Behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord God,
“When I will send a famine on the land, Not a famine for bread or a thirst for water,
But rather for hearing the words of the Lord.”’(Amos 8:11)

ery few people here today have experienced long term

food shortages. You may have heard about them but

most of you have never had to live and suffer through
one. A lot of people today, especially in sub-Saharan African
countries, are facing terrible famines. So many humans are
striving for basic sustenance without success. Our country is
currently economically sound and politically stable, but
conditions can change. Egypt experienced seven years of great
abundance, then seven years of famine that made the people
completely forget about the good times.(Gen. 41:29~31) In
today's Bible verse, God told His people that He was going to
send a famine on the land, not a famine for bread or a thirst for
water, but rather for hearing the words of the Lord. This is not a
statement made by real believers, but by God Himself. All the
churches and their members were not going to be able to hear
the word of God. A very horrific time was about to enter their
lives. Right now, we can find thousands and thousands of
churches, but we cannot find the gospel, the word of God,
because of famine. Christian believers cannot reach to the ends
of the world with the word of God because they do not have it.
There is a famine! It is so sad. God's chosen people killed Jesus
because they did not have His word in them.(Jn. 8:37) Where is
the famine today?

Where there is no Bible, there is a famine. Without the word of
God, there is no life. When many of Jesus' followers withdrew,
He asked His disciples if they wanted to go away also. Simon
Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have
words of eternal life.”(Jn. 6:68) The Haly Spirit told the apostles,
“Go, stand and speak to the people in the temple the whole
message of this Life.”(Acts 5:20) The church is an organization
within a community that allows meetings for fellowship, and in
real life most of them are a disaster. Preachers are not preaching
the word of God and congregation members are not living the
word of God. The church is experiencing a great famine, and
people are starving. Churches and families are breaking down all
over because of division. The church has to have the word of
God. When people read the Bible their life becomes rich.

Where there is no Bible, there is a famine. Without the word of
God, there is no foundation on which to build. Jesus said,
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts

on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house
on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the
winds blew and slammed against that house; and vyet it did not
fall, for it had been founded on the rock. Everyone who hears
these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a
foolish man who built his house on the sand. The rain fell, and
the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that
house; and it fell—and great was its fall.”(Mt. 7:24~27) The
word of God is a firm foundation, and Jesus is its cornerstone.
Peter told Jesus, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God."(Mt. 16:16) Jesus responded, “| also say to you that you
are Peter, and upon this rock | will build My church; and the
gates of Hades will not overpower it."(Mt. 16:18) The church
must return to the word of God. Right now, many churches
emphasize culture, ignoring the word of God and concentrating
on human conditions. They are human centered not Christ
centered, which is why so many souls are dying. When you
neglect the Bible you starve souls and the result is a famine. If a
church is built on the word of God, then it has Jesus Christ as its
tremendous power.

Where there is no Bible, there is a famine. Without the word of
God, there is no real faith. 1 Peter 1:23~25 says, “for you have
been bern again not of seed which is perishable but
imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of
God. For all flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of
grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls off, but the word
of the Lord endures forever.” Amen. Listen to the words of 1
John 5:4&5, “For whatever is born of God overcomes the world;
and this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.
Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes
that Jesus is the Son of God?" Finally, Romans 10:17 says, “So
faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.”

Are you hungry for the word of God? Come to Jesus Christ,
and keep the word of God in your heart. If you do this, you will
be rich. 2 Corinthians 8:9 says, "For you know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He
became poor, so that you through His poverty might become
rich.” Today is the second Sunday of Lent; please think about
our church in your heart. Are we in a famine? We have bread
and money, but do we really have the word of God? 4
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