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All be one

(John 17:18-22)

"That they may all be one; even as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee,
that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that Thou didst send Me.
“And the glory which Thou hast given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one”

y’s Bible verses are part of Jesus' intercessory prayer to

His Father. They concern the unity of believers, “that they

may all be one”. Jesus says to His Father, “But now I come to You;

and these things I speak in the world so that they may have My joy

made full in themselves™ (v. 13). Jesus truly wants us to have divine

joy. He asks His Father for believers to receive God's Word, so that

they can be sanctified and not belong to this world, but become just

as He is in His Father and His Father in Him, “that they also may be

| in Us” (v. 21). Jesus prays for believers to become one. He wants us

| 1o be biblically one. When we come together as a spiritual family,

we receive divine unity. Isn’t that wonderful? As a sinner, as a

coward, as a selfish individual, when we become sanctified, God

. fills the inside of all our bodies with His Word, and we get divine

unity. It is for this purpose that Jesus prayed to His Father. For
believers to be one is an amazing miracle.

When we are sanctified, set apart for God and His holy purposes,
we become part of one body. Paul describes this relationship by
saying, “For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and

. all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so
also is Christ. For by one spirit we were all baptized into one body,

. whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all

. made to drink of one Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:12-13). The Spirit forms a
spiritual organic unity of the many dissimilar members of the Body
of Christ. God places the members, each one of them, in the body,
just as He desires (see v. 18). He does this so that there may be no
division in the body, but that the members may have the same care
for one another (see v. 25). We take the cares of others on ourselves
and cast our own cares on our Lord, so that there are no struggles or
fighting, “And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it;
if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it” (v. 26). In
other words, we bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the
law of Christ (see Gal. 6:2). Indeed, when we are sanctified we
become one body.

When we are sanctified, we have one fellowship. The Bible tells
us that the results of Pentecost produced a spiritual family that were
“continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone kept
feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking
place through the apostles. And all those who had believed were
together and had all things in common™ (Acts 2:42-44). “And the
congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and
not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his
own, but all things were common property to them™ (Acts 4:32).
Amen! What a fellowship. When the Holy Spirit controls every
individual believer for heavenly meaning and the Word of God
controls each life, then fellowship flourishes. There are no
arguments or quarrels, As Paul exhorted the Corinthians, “by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be
no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same
mind and in the same judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). All too often we

| think the church should be democratic. This is wrong, and it is the

reason so many churches lose focus of the cross. Paul warned the
Romans, “Now I urge you, brethren, keep your eye on those who
cause dissensions and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you
learned, and turn away from them. For such men are salves, not of *
our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and
flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting” (Rom.
16:17-18). Christians must be of one fellowship, the kind that
glorifies God and proclaims one Gospel.

When we are sanctified, we share one faith. Believers are diligent
to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. For there “is
one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of |
your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism™ (Eph. 4:4-5). All
Christians must keep one faith, and wholeheartedly believe in one
God: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Paul
kept the faith in two senses, he was obedient to it, and he passed it
on as he received it. He was able to proclaim, “I have fought the
good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith” (2 Tim.
4:7).

When we are sanctified, we have one future, one hope. We look
forward to God's promise of eternal life. “This is eternal life, that |
they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You
have sent” (Jn. 17:3). We only know one God, who promises to
prepare a place for us in heaven (see Jn. 14:3). Let us keep close to
our hearts His Words of grace, “Therefore if you have been raised up
with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at
the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the
things that are on earth. For you have died and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then
you also will be revealed with Him in glory™ (Col. 3:1-4). Amen! |
“For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn
down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens” (2 Cor. 5:1).

As one, we will live and rejoice in a new heaven and a new earth.
We will dwell in the holy city, the new Jerusalem (see Rv. 21:1-2).
Do you know this place? It is a place where “there will no longer be |
any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and

His bond-servants will serve Him; they will see His face, and His |

name will be on their foreheads. And there will no longer be any
night; and they will not have need of the light of a lamp nor the E
light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they
will reign forever and ever” (Rv. 22:3-5). Do you have this dream,

this future, this hope? What is your vision for the future? Is it about |

making more money, reaching fame, acquiring more material
possessions, or having nice kids? If this is your focus, then you are
not part of the body of Christ. God offers you the opportunity to be
His child, the son/daughter of the King of Kings, Lord of Lords, and
Host of Hosts. May the grace of our Lord Jesus be with all. And we
say, “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus”. And He answers us, “Yes, [ am
coming quickly” (Rv. 22:20). Do you have this vision? If you do,
then you are in God and He is in you.
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