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LIFE OF
CHRISTIAN

(2 Timothy 4:1~5)

"I solemnly charge you in the
presence of God and of Christ
Jesus, who is to judge the
living and the dead, and by His
appearing and His kingdom:
preach the word: be ready in
season and out of season,
reprove, rebuke, exhort, with
great patience and instruction.
For the time will come when
they will not endure sound
doctrine; but [wanting] to have
their ears tickled, they will
accumulate for themselves
teachers in accordance to
their own desires;

and will turn away their ears
from the truth, and will turn
aside to myths.

But you, be sober in all things,
endure hardship, do the work
of an evangelist, fulfill your
ministry.”

n today’s message Paul gives a solemn charge to
Timothy. a soldier of Christ. He tells him, “1 solemnly
charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus,
who is to judge the g and the dead. and by His
appearing and His kingdom™(v. 1). These words indicate
the extreme seriousness of Paul’s communication. He

=

wants Timothy to really pay attention here. The
ficance of what he’s about to say is so critical,

crucial, and central. His declaration is like a dying man’s
last words. From all his life experiences. Paul wants o
give Timothy a great truth. When you look at Paul’s life
you can see the many conflicts and deep involvements he
endured. He killed Stephen, persecuted Christians, and
then received beatings. stoning, and starvation from the
Pharisces because of his faith. After all this suffering, he
earnestly commands Timothy to “preach the word”. We
don’t know if he had one week or one month left to live
before he wrote this letter, We do know that he knew he
ing o die. “For [ am already being poured out as a
drink offering. and the time of my departure has come™(v.
6). In his last efforts. Paul really explained to his lovely

ciple Timothy the Christian life.

The Christian life is a life of conflict. In front of God
and Jesus Christ, Paul solemnly charges soldiers of Christ
(Christians) to preach the word. In this world Christians
¢ like lions in a lion’s den.

stand out; all other people
Satan wants to completely drown or swallow up our
testimony. Peter confesses from his Christian life
experiences to “Be of sober spirit. be on the alert. Your
adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion.
seeking someone 1o devour”(] Pet. 5:8). Indeed. we have
enemies all over the place. They're like hungry lions,
looking for us all the time, and waiting for any chance w
pounce on us. Peter sincerely warns us to watch out for
them. Too many Christians think that once you become a

Christian your life will be carefree and flowery blessed.
They think they'll become great leaders, respected by
everyone, and appreciated. It's not true—it's a lie,
That's not the Christian life. The Christian life is filled
with conflict. The Son of God. the Mighty King. came to
this.earth and everywhere He went He experienced

suffering and persecution. He didn’t even have a place
lay His head. Jesus told His disciples. "Go: behold., |
send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves™(Lk. 10:3).
That's this world. Please believe, my dear friend, that

this world is trying to snatch you away, The Christian
life is constantly at odds with the world.

Jesus tells us, “do not resist an evil person: but
whoever slaps you on your right cheek. turn the other o
him also”(Mt. 5:39). Paul says. “Suffer hardship with me,
as a good soldier of Christ Jesus™(2 Tim. 2:3). These
actions truly conflict with the world’s ways, Many
church leaders want to be big, political, and well liked.
And while there maybe a season to be liked, living for
this isn’t right. You have to fight the battles of Christian
living with faith. Please don’t compromise with the
world. You have to be ready “in season and out of
season”. You have to endure until the end with
reproving. rebuking, and exhorting others with “great
patience and instruction”,

How can you live in conflict with this world? Paul
answers, T affirm, brethren, by the boasting in you which
I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily”(] Cor. 15:31).
Paul practiced his faith, If you try to go out and do things
on your own, you will fail. The enemy is stronger than
you. Butif you die to yourself and follow Jesus, you will
ultimately have victory. He empowers you with His
Spirit. My dear friend, you have to practice your faith.
Do you understand what it means to practice faith? It
means you die daily and let the Holy Spirit live in you.
That’s living! Paul had a dangerous life everyday
because he did not compromise. He died everyday so that
Christ could live in him. That's why he suffered. With
him the cross came first. Giving up yourself is the

.

H7078

Christian life. Jesus will enable you to fight against the
fear and horror of this world. Make use of your God
given gifts. don’t hide them in fear. “And I was afraid,
and wenl away and hid your talent in the ground™(Mt.
25:25). Are you doing this? If you believe in Jesus, He
will work with you and you will never fail.

The Christian life is a joyful life. When Peter and the
apostles were beaten because of their faith, they rejoiced
that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for
Jesus” name(see Acts 5:41). Even though they had
experienced suffering and shame, they went on rejoicing.
Why did they rejoice? They considered it worthy to
suffer for Jesus. If you really practice your faith you will
suffer but deep down inside you will have joy. You will
have joy because you didn’t compromise, you took the
cross and were loyal to Jesus Christ. The Bible clearly
tells us. “You cannot drink the cup of the lord and the cup
of demons; you cannot partake of the table of the Lord
and the table of demons™(1 Cor. 10:21). The world calls
you to itself with many different enticements, like a

beautiful job and lots of money. It doesn’t want you to go
to church on Sunday. [t wants you Lo serve wealth.
Many people fall victim to its whims, thal's why they
have no peace inside. Jesus says, “Behold, I stand at the
door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the
door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he
with Me"(Rev, 3:20). Jesus will live with you and eat
with you. He will do it. The world calls you away to
death but Jesus calls you to life. If you don’t
your faith you can’t hear His voice. If you practice your
faith you will hear His voice and He will be with you in
everyway. That's the CH 1 life. Until you practic
you won't know or feel this great peace. Paul and Silas
knew this peace. After they were beaten and imprisoned.
they began “praying and singing hymns of praise to
God"(Acts 16:25). How can this be? Can you do it? Yes,
with Jesus there is wonderful, glorious peace and
astounding joy!

Christian life requires giving. Christians understand
that Jesus gave all His body for them, all His love. They
know He is the bread of life( In. 6:48). Through His
death and resurrection they ¢ eternal life. eternal
peace. eternal victory. We have to share God's blessings
and grace with others. That's why in today’s
message Paul calls on Christians to “preach the word: be
ready in season and out of n”. That's the life of a
Christian. That's the we give,

What does it mean “in season and out of season™? In
season refers to those with hearts in church ready to
listen. Out of season concerns the places where the
Gospel is not talked about. Wherever you go, it doesn’t
matter where you go, you have to preach the Word. That
is the eternal blessing. Don’t waste time talking about
nothing. like philosophy and other such stuff, only talk
about God's grace and judgment. Talk about this stuff.
“For the time will come when they will not endure sound

tice

le

doetrine: but wanting to have their ears tickled. they will
accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their
own desires, and will turn away their cars from the truth
and will rum aside to myths™(yv, 3-4). Stay focused on
the Gospel. Make the time. make the condition, make the
environment favorable to preach the word.

Christians can’t be selfish. If they become selfish
they cannot preach the word. Selfishness and Christianity
don’t mix. Whoever is selfish is not a Christian. When
vou deny yourself then you are a Christian. “But you, be
sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an
evangelist, fulfill your ministry™(v. 5).

Paul truly dedicated his word to Timothy, and also to
you and L. Solemnly he talked to him. and the Spirit to
us, in front of God and Christ Jesus, “who is to judge the
living and the dead, and by His appearing and His
kingdom™, about the Christian life. Amen. {
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