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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN

U Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; “this man came to Jesus by
night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs
that You do unless God is with him.” «+ © “Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’
® The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and
where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”’(John 3:1~8)

| have been preaching Christ at this church for almost ten years
now. During this time, | have privately told some of our top religious
people, who are well-intentioned but unenlightened, that they really
do not believe in Jesus Christ, and that they are responsible for
persecuting Him. In all my Sunday sermons | have never mentioned
them, but today | am publicly going to talk to them

Nicodemus was a Pharisee, a top religious official, who came to
Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ sincerely loved Him and talked to him
about the secret of heaven. What did Jesus say to this high religious
man? Why did this Pharisee come to Jesus in the night? Nicodemus
visited Jesus at night most likely because of peer pressure; most of
his colleagues vehemently opposed Jesus’ ministry. Nonetheless, his
heart truly wanted to talk to Jesus, just as Jesus truly wanted to talk
to him. Jesus simply told him, 'You must be born again!’ Sadly,
today's churches thrive on beautiful topics concerning humanity, love,
kindness, sympathy, sincerity, and the like, not Jesus’ message.
Jesus’' message to Nicodemus was: 'YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN!
Too many of our high religious representatives have religion but no
spiritual reality. They have godliness but no faith! Nicodemus learned
from Jesus about new life. It does not matter whether you have
church membership or that you have been coming to church for 60,
40, 10 years or this is your first time. What really matters is that you
have new life! Jesus wants you to have new life. Today | want all our
pastors, elders, deacons, teachers, and everyone who thinks they are
a good Christian to hear this sermon.

Nicodemus had a need. He came to see Jesus at night probably
because he was afraid of what his colleagues would think, or perhaps
he wanted uninterrupted time with Jesus. Whatever the nightly
reason, he came to Jesus because he was seeking after truth, “Now
there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews; this man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, ‘Rabbi, we
know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do
these signs that You do unless God is with him.""(vv, 1&2) He heard
about Jesus’ miraculous healings and powerful preaching. He believed
God was with Jesus. He did not need religion, for he was already a
Pharisee. He did not need a promotion, for he was already a ruler of
the Jews. He did not recognize his real need until he was with Jesus.
Before he came to Jesus, he did not know he had a need, but after
meeting Jesus he found out that he needed to be born again.

Jesus told Nicodemus, "Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God."(v. 3) Isn’t it wonderful to
know that Jesus was available to Nicodemus even at night? If you
want to meet someone of great importance, you cannot schedule a
time with them based on your availability or at night. It just does not
work that way. Jesus is always available. He is never tired or too busy
for you. He always has the time for those who really come to Him. He
knows what you need. He knew Nicodemus' problem, even though
Nicodemus did not know. He knew why Nicodemus came to Him. He
understood the problem and what was troubling his heart. Jesus
knows your situation: your dread of death, your heavy burdens, and all

your conditions and circumstances. Without asking, Jesus told
Nicodemus that unless you are born again you cannot see, yet alone
enter, the kingdom of God. There is no other way to enter His
kingdom, no other way to be sure of heaven. Confused by Jesus'
statement, Nicodemus asked, “How can a man be born when he is
old? He cannot enter a second time inte his mother’'s womb and be
born, can he?"(v. 4) Nicodemus thought Jesus was talking about
another way, physical birth, but Jesus made it really clear. He said,
“Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh
is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be amazed
that | said to you, ‘You must be born again.” The wind blows where it
wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes
from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the
Spirit."(vv. 5~8) Jesus answered the question of this religious man.
He explained to him that this is not about earthly things. A lot of
people want to get earthly blessings, but Jesus said, "that which is
born of the flesh is flesh.” What He is talking about is spiritual birth,
“that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”

How can you be born of the Spirit? Jesus said, “As Moses lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted
up.”(Jn. 3:14) After God's people spoke against God and Moses, He
sent fiery serpents among them, “and they bit the people, so that
many people of Israel died.”"(Num. 21:6) God told Moses to make a
fiery serpent of bronze, “And Moses made a bronze serpent and set it
on the standard; and it came about, that if a serpent bit any man,
when he looked to the bronze serpent, he lived.”(Num. 21:9) In other
words, if you want to be born again, you have to look at Jesus, "so
that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life."{Jn. 3:15) God
raised Jesus from the dead, just as Moses lifted the serpent in the
wilderness. Jesus has the power of eternal life, just as the bronze
serpent had the power of temporal life. | am sure a lot of people in
Moses' time thought this idea was a joke, just as | am sure many
people today think that looking at Jesus is dumb. The truth is that
those people, who believed it, got their life back again, just as the
people who look at the Son of God and believe in Him get saved. John
3:16 says, "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have
eternal life.” Personal salvation is not achieved through good deeds
but through the cleansing of the new birth, “He saved us, not on the
basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to
His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy
Spirit. "(Tit. 3:5)

My dear friend, | am talking to the real high religious people. Your
pride makes you think you are good, so you do not listen, just like all
the important religious officials during Jesus’ earthly ministry time.
They thought they were the best. They thought they knew it all. | am
asking you today, even though you think you are the best Christian,
are you born again? | am telling you today, if you want to see the
kingdom of God, YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN! @
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