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Who is Jesus Christ?

(Matthew 1:1)

“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.”

e first verse of the first chapter in the New
Testament book of Matthew tells us that Jesus
the Messiah is the son of David, the son of
Abraham. To fully grasp who the person of Jesus
is, you need to know His background which is
illuminated throughout the Old Testament. The
genealogical record that follows today’ s Bible
message begins with Abraham. Who is Abraham?
The book of Genesis explains that Abraham is an
ancestor of the Jews, a man of faith, a friend of
God. After the tower of Babel incident, God
scattered the human population. There was no
hope of a relationship with God. Through
Abraham, God established a way of
communication. He made a wonderful covenant
with him. When we talk about Matthew 1:1 in
relation to Jesus being the son of Abraham, we
need to think about Abraham and the blessing He
received and believed.

God gave Abraham a great promise which
stemmed from God' s great promise of salvation
mentioned in Genesis 3:15. God told Abraham,
“In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be
blessed, because you have ubeyed My voice” (Gn.
22:18). Abraham is one of God' s chosen people
who received God' s grace because He responded
to God with his faith. He is an ancestor of faith.
Through him, God' s salvation plan unfolded.
Hebrews 1:1-2 tells us, "God., after He spoke long
ago 1o the fathers in the prophets in many portions
and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to
us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all
things, through whom also He made the world.”
In the last days, meaning the entire dispensation
extending from the first to the second advent of
Christ, God talks with us through Jesus. Generally
speaking, that' s the essence of Matthew 1:1's
explanation of Jesus Christ.

The book of Matthew was written to Jews and
the readership of the Hebrews letter points to a
Jewish background. This was done so that the
Jewish nation could grasp the truth of Jesus the
Messiah. He is the son of David, the son of
Abraham. His Jewish descent is a significant
element of God' s grace. The Jews were eagerly
awaiting for the Messiah' s arrival. The books of
Matthew and Hebrews explain His origins in an
historical manner that every Jew could easily
understand. God' s covenant with Abraham was
fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

God' s promise to Abraham flowed through
history to David. Abraham’ s son, Isaac, beget
Jacob (whose name was changed to Israel), Israel
had twelve sons, and from the one named Judah
came the Messiah, “The scepter shall not depart

* from Judah, Nor the ruler s staff from between his

feet, Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the
obedience of the peoples’ (Gn. 49:10). David s
blessing came from there, “When your days are
complete and you lie down with your fathers, I
will raise up your descendant after you, who will
came forth from you, and I will establish his
kingdom. He shall build a house for My name,
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom
forever” (2 Sam. 7:12&13). David' s son has to be
Jesus, the son of Abraham. God s covenant with
David promises that the right to rule would always
remain with David' s dynasty. Jesus Christ is the
ultimate fulfillment of this promise. Jesus earthly
kingship stems from David' s throne.

God promised that from the son of Abraham
He would bless the nations, “As for Me, behold,
My covenant is with you, And you shall be the
father of a multitude of nations” (Gn. 17:4). God
promised Abraham that he would be the father of
many nations. “Then he believed in the Lord: and
He reckoned it to him as righteousness” (Gn.
15:6). Through his faith, Abraham became a child
of God. When we look at the genealogical record
of Matthew 1:1 it ascends from Abraham,
whereas the genealogy of Christ in Luke 3:23-38
descends from Joseph to “the son of Enosh, the
son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God" (v.
38). The son of Adam emphasizes the true
humanity of Jesus. Luke is a Gentile. He explains
Jesus Christ s background so that people can see
that through the Jewish nation salvation came to
all the world. Jesus is the Savior of all nations. He
is the hope of the whole world. He is the life and
the Light to all people. Which ever way Jesus'
background is viewed, up or down, it still explains
Jesus Christ.

Luke 3:38 tells us that Jesus is the son of
Adam, the son of God. God made Adam specially,
in His image (see Gn. 2). God sent His Son to this
earth to fulfill His special project. Isaiah 61:1-3
tells us, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
Because the Lord has anointed me To bring good
news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up

the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to captives
And freedom to prisoners; To proclaim the
favorable year of the Lord And the day of
vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn,
To grant those who mourn in Zion, Giving them a
garland instead of ashes, The oil of gladness
instead of mourning, The mantle of praise instead
of a spirit of fainting. So they will be called oaks
of righteousness. The planting of the Lord, that He
may be glorified.” Jesus is the Son of God. “And
there is salvation in no one else; for there is no
other name under heaven that has been given
among men by which we must be saved’ (Acts
4:12). Jesus is the way, and the truth, and the life;
no one comes 1o the Father but through Him (see
Jn. 14:6). In Nazareth, when Jesus read Isaiah 61:1
in the synagogue on the Sabbath, he told His
listeners, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled
in your hearing” (Lk. 4:21). Amen.

Who is Jesus Christ? Jesus is His individual
name. Christ is His collective name. It was
common for Jews to have two names. Jesus Christ
is personally and publicly our Savior. He is the
Savior of shepherds and sheep. He is the Savior
from sickness. He is the Savior of the wicked,
demonic, and sinful. He is the Savior from death.
He, alone, is life and resurrection. Who is Jesus
Christ to you? T m challenging you to open your
heart and receive the full measure of Matthew 1:1
which tells us that Jesus the Messiah, the Christ,
is the son of David, son of Abraham. The whole
Bible explains God' s covenant, His promise, to
provide a Savior. The Old Testament and the New
Testament progressively reveal God' s great plan
of salvation in Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is a true
king, a true Jew, and a true human. He is truly the
Son of God. Every human, all poor people, can go
to the Father through Jesus Christ.

My dear friends, Jesus Christ is God' s way of
bringing you to Him. There' s no other means of
doing so! You have to believe in Jesus Christ. You
have to know who He is and what He' s about in
order to die to yourself and live for Him. The
Bible unveils His humanity, Jewish ancestry, and
kingship so that you can know Him more fully.
Praise God for Jesus the Messiah, the son of
David, the son of Abraham. May God s blessings
and grace be with you. )
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