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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

THE HELPER, THE HOLY SPIRIT

9 will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;
““that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him,
but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you. “”But the Helper, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things,
and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.

(John 14:16~17,26)

ho is the Holy Spirit? The Bible tells us that He is God, just
Was the Father is God and as the Son is God, He is the third
person of the Trinity. Some people make the mistake of thinking
about Him impersonally, and others falsely teach that He is only a
force. The Holy Spirit has an intellect, "and He who searches the
hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes
for the saints according to the will of God”(Rom. 8:27). The Holy
Spirit has emotion, “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom
you were sealed for the day of redemption”(Eph. 4:30). The Holy
Spirit has a will, “But one and the same Spirit works all these
things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills"(1Car.
12:11). His intellect, emotion, and will display the characters of His
personality. So, what does the Holy Spirit do?

The Holy Spirit comfarts God's children. “I will ask the Father,
and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you
forever”(Jn. 14:16). Jesus Christ told His disciples that the Holy
Spirit was a Helper. In this word Helper are the ideas of advising,
exhorting, comforting, strengthening, interceding and encouraging.
In other words, Jesus wanted His disciples to know that although
the comfort of His physical presence would be leaving them, God
was giving them another form of comfort through His Holy Spirit.
As human beings, we need the kind of comfort that only the Holy
Spirit can give. We need the Helper to see us through times of
separation from loved ones. We need the Helper to be with us
when tears are near. We need the Helper to comfort us when we
feel alone, sad, and sick. We need the Helper to turn to when
others turn against us. We need God the Helper to help us when
death has touched someone near to us and when it comes upon
us. We need the Helper to keep us on the narrow pathway to
heaven because no one can walk this special road without Hilm.

The Holy Spirit counsels God's children. “But the Helper, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all
things, and bring to your remembrance all that | said to you"(Jn.
14:26). Life is perplexing, and we need a counselor to help us
understand God's will. Many things in this troubled world confuse
us, perhaps even today you are baffled over something. Jesus
Christ was a counselor to His disciples during His earthly ministry,
and since His ascension, the Holy Spirit now teaches us. Have you
ever had a tutor before? Their expertise can really open up your
world of understanding. The Holy Spirit is our personal tutor and He
teaches us continually. He teaches us the Word of God, “But know

this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's
own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of
human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from
God"(2Pet. 1:20~21). The Holy Spirit teaches us truth, “But when
He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth;
for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears,
He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. He will
glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. All
things that the Father has are Mine; therefore | said that He takes
of Mine and will disclose it to you"(Jn. 16:13~15). The Holy Spirit
teaches us 'all’ things! It's sad that so many of today’s Christians
rely upon their own talent and do not use the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit convicts God’s children. “And He, when He
comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness
and judgment; concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me;
and concerning righteousness, because | go to the Father and you
no longer see Me; and concerning judgment, because the ruler of
this world has been judged”(Jn. 16:8~11). The Holy Spirit convicts
of sin by probing our conscience. When you feel guilty, the Holy
Spirit is at work in your heart. Conviction comes before conversion,
and correction before comfort. Indeed, we have all failed to live the
perfect life. Christ demonstrated the perfect life, but we fall way
short of such perfection, “for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God"(Rom. 3:23). The consequence for any sin is death,
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord”(Rom. 6:23). The Holy Spirit also
convicts us of judgment. After death the judgment of God comes,
which no one can delay or avoid, “And inasmuch as it is appointed
for men to die once and after this comes judgment”(Heb. 9:27).
Please prepare yourself to meet Jesus Christ in the terrible coming
judgment, "Therefore thus | will do to you, O Israel; because | will
do this to you, prepare to meet your God, O Israel”(Amos 4:12).
The purpose of conviction is te bring us to Christ.

My dear friend, what is the Holy Spirit saying to you? Please
respond to His conviction and receive His comfort and counsel.
Unbelievers do not have access to the Holy Spirit, “that is the
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does
not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides
with you and will be in you”(Jn. 14:17). Next week we will be

- celebrating Pentecost Day. We should know what the Holy Spirit

is doing! W
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