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MISSING THE JOY

@“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music
and dancing. ®“So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. -
Gn<cMy son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.
“2But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again;
he was lost and is found.”” (Luke 15:25~32)

here certainly are a lot of sermons about the prodigal son, but one hardly.

hears sermons these days about his older brother. As you know, after
the prodigal son repented of his sins and headed home his father saw him
coming and ran to meet him, “But while he was still a long way off, his
father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son,
threw his arms around him and kissed him"(Lk. 15:20). The father was so
happy that his son had repented and returned that he made plans for his
household to celebrate, “Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast
and celebrate” (Lk. 15:23). Everyone but the older brother was delighted over
the returning young man. The closest blood to the prodigal son was his own
brother, who after returning from work refused to enter into the joy of this
event, ”Meanwhile,- the older son was in the field. When he came near the
house, he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and
asked him what was going on. "Your brother has come,” he replied, ‘and your
father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’
The older brother became anary and refused to go in. So his father went out
and pleaded with him”(Lk. 156:25~28). What caused the older brother to miss
the joy of this special occasion? What causes us to keep missing the joy of
wonderful times?

The sin of a negative, critical, and grumbling spirit causes joy to disappear.
Today the principle evidence is seen through our negativism and
complaining. Oh, how different we are from earlier saints! After Paul was
stripped, severely beaten, and thrown into prison he began praying and
singing hymns, "After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown
into prison, and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. Upon
receiving such orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their feetin
the stocks. About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to
God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was
such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At
once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody’s chains came loose. The
jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword
and was about to kill himself because he though the prisoners had escaped.
But Paul shouted, ‘Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!’ Then they spoke
the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. At that hour of
the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he
and all his family were baptized. The jailer brought them into his house and
set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to
believe in God—he and his whole family”(Ac. 16:23~28,32~34). The enemy
locked Paul up, but Paul still loved him. Paul could praise in prison, but we
pout in prosperity. Paul glorified God in his infirmity, but we growl in our
affluence. If you walk around all day griping about this and that, don't be
surprised if you're always tired. Never have Christian had so much but
appreciate so little! A revived heart can find enough in Jesus to constantly
praise. A deprived heart can never find enough in the world to constantly
grumble over, Jesus says, “’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as
yourself'“(Mt. 22:37~39). Do you have this kind of love in your heart, or do.
you only love whatever you want? What are you grumbling about now?

The sin of an offended spirit causes joy to disappear. The older brother said
to his father, “Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never
disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so | could

celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours who has squandered
your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for
him!*(Lk. 15:29~30). The older son has a pride problem, a severe case of
self-righteousness. Ephesians 2:12~13 tell us, “remember that at that time
you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and
foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in
the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been
brought near through the blood of Christ.” God gave His only Son who died
for you, but you don’t understand what this means because you always think
that you're great. This older brother doesn't understand how much His
heavenly father has done for him! God is happy that his younger brother has
returned, his earthly father is happy that his son has returned, and the angels
and the saints rejoice over the younger son’s homecoming but the brother
can't join in because of his heart is offended. The older son‘s mind
exaggerates his righteousness. He thinks his younger brother is more terrible
than himself, entirely different than him. Romans 3:10~18 reminds us, "As it
is written: ‘There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who
understands, no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have
together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.
Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit. The poison of
vipers is on their lips. Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness. Their
feet are swift to shed blood; ruin and misery mark their ways, and the way of
peace they do not know. There is no fear of God before their eyes.”” The
older son forgot how much his father loved him. He forgot all his father's
blessings, “*My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and
everything | have is yours'”(Lk. 15:31). No wonder things are not as they
ought to be with you, you have something against another.

The sin of a compassionless heart makes joy disappear. The older son
sees his brother's sins but not his own. He points out his goodness to his
father and then proceeds to point out the badness of his little brother. He
doesn’t offer even one little piece of love for his little brother. I've often
wondered why the younger brother left in the first place. Perhaps he was
sick and tired of his older brother's criticism. 1 John 3:14~16 tell us, “We
know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers.
Anyone who does not love remains in death. Anyone who hates his brother
is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him.” The
older brother worked for his own success, not thinking about his little
brother. Even when his little brother repented and came back home, he was
not happy. Jesus let's us know, “there is rejoicing in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner who repents”(Lk. 15:10). The older brother's
father told him, “But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother
of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found”{Lk. 15:32).

My dear friends, what kind of faith do you have? Is it the kind only for your
own benefit? Do you ever think about the lost ones? Do you ever rejoice in
the good news? Please open your heart and eyes to God's ways and start
showing Jesus' love to others. If someone repents and comes back to this
church, we should all rejoice and celebrate. We should join in Jesus Christ's
celebration party. The return of a lost Christian is good news, and it makes all
heavenly saints happy and excited. Watch yourself and stop complaining,
criticizing, and condemning others. Be happy in the things that make God
happy, and be sad in the things that make God sad. Practice your faith and
you won't miss the joyl Amen. J
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