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The moment when the work you have awaited long by counting with
fingers is accomplished, it is not easy to express the moving emotion re-
sounding in the heart. The lesson about how the saints who have to live a
life of lifelong waiting for Jesus can await better and what the feeling that
comes from the accomplishment of everything after the lifelong waiting
is like can be found in the appearance of Maria. Concerning Maria's preg-
nancy which was the beginning of her waiting, a female theologian says,
"The last month of pregnancy is a period when affirmative feeling and
negative feeling are interwoven as well as it is a period of ending await-
ing". The thing you have long awaited eagerly is about to happen. Now,
the dreams and hopes that have been piled up one by one neatly for nine
months will be accomplished soon. However, you should pass through
the pains and toil of laboring childbirth for fulfillment. Since the future is
known, or not known, excitement and fear, hope and discomfort get
mingled. If it is the place where the infant mortality rate is high, such
feeling becomes more strongly crucial. As lots of would-be mothers did
so before, or now, it was said that Maria also with a positive heart and
courage should be against fear and finish the time of waiting. "Then the
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son,
and shall call His name Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father
David. (Luke 1:30-32)" The angel who appeared to Maria said to her not
to be afraid because she found favor with God, and let her know the
name of the baby to be born. "Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this
be, since I do not know a man?”And the angel answered and said to her,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will
overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be
called the Son of God. Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also con-
ceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who
was called barren. For with God nothing will be impossible.(Luke 1:34-
37)” The angel proclaimed to Maria who was still fearful that with God
nothing would be impossible. Maria, who conceived Jesus, spent a third
of the period of her pregnancy with Elizabeth who conceived John the
Baptist. "Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! But why is this
granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For in-
deed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the babe
leaped in my womb for joy.(Luke 1:42-44)" Elizabeth, seeing Maria who
came to see her, proclaimed echoing loudly enough to make the hill
country reverberate. Mary, who was inspired, responded with Song of
Praise(Luke 1:47-55), and it was the confession of faith that "God has been
mindful of the humble state of his servant." I hope you surely meet Jesus

who is mindful of our state with mercy and restores us.

Meeting with Simeon

"And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon,
and this man was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit was upon him.(Luke 2:25)" Jesus, who went to Jerusa-
lem for the purification rites, met Simeon. Through the fact that Simeon,
who was waiting for the consolation of Israel, completed his duty by
meeting Jesus, we are able to know Jesus is consolation. When we seek a
consolation other than Jesus, our faith is out of the right way and easily
likely to go down to the way of worshipping idols. "For my eyes have seen
Your salvation Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, A
light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your people Is-
rael.(Luke 2:30-32)” Simeon proclaimed Jesus who came as a figure of a

baby is a light and salvation for Gentiles and Israel. "(yes, a sword will

Sermon in English Translation

The Lifelong Wait, Maria

(Luke 2:34-35)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

pierce through your own soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may
be revealed.(v.35)” The word, 'a sword will pierce through' means that
Mary's lifelong waiting has not only the joy that she met Elizabeth and
praised God with songs but also pains or sorrows, so it is the word that
disciples waiting for Jesus should remember. "For the word of God is liv-
ing and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even
to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a dis-
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.(Heb 4:12)" 'Sword' in the
text is not like most short swords that appear in the Bible but means a
long sword, and 'piercing' is the one like penetrating a door. Just as even
the clean-looking room reveals dust at the light, owing to Jesus, ‘as if a

sword would pierce, every sin is revealed.

“Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, “Behold,
this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a

sign which will be spoken against(v. 834)" 'Rising and fall' is a sort of idiom,
which is expressed in English as Fall and Rise. I hope you believe the one
who presides the ups and downs of the world is God. I often meet friends
with whom I studied in the past, and a friend who considerably succeed-
ed socially among them says the secret of his success is 'good fortune' If
rising is fortune, not rising is also fortune, so it is a natural conclusion
that we have to believe in Jesus who presides absolutely rising and falling.
"He will be as a sanctuary, But a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense
To both the houses of Israel, As a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem. And many among them shall stumble; They shall fall and be
broken, Be snared and taken.(Is 8:14-15)" If you realize rising and falling
are all in the hands of God, even when you fall, you can fall holding Jesus'
hands. It's because the one who will establish us again is Jesus. While you
go with Jesus for life, and live waiting for Jesus, I hope you believe all the

sovereignty belongs to Jesus.

Waiting, time to get to know God more

Maria heard the baby she conceived would be the son of God and be-
come a king, however, her faith was still shaken and imperfect. "And He
said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be
about My Father’s business?” But they did not understand the statement
which He spoke to them.(Luke 2:49-50)" On the way back from the pil-
grim of Jerusalem, Maria found twelve-year-old Jesus was missing and
went back to Jerusalem in a hurry. Jesus, who was in the temple courts,
said to Maria, who was searching for her son worrying with maternal
heart, "Why were you searching for me?", but Maria couldn't realize the
meaning of what he said. However, as she was astonished, listened care-
fully, and thought deeply, she got to realize little by little. That's why the
time of awaiting Jesus for life can be called the time for us to know Jesus
perfectly more and more as well as the period for us to gain more knowl-
edge of knowing God. You should become blessed saints whose knowl-
edge of God is increased through waiting, and whose faith gets deeper as
time goes by. I bless your faith today becomes deeper than that yesterday,
and your spirituality becomes more abundant. Spirituality is the distance
from God, so when we are close to God, our spirituality is clear, but when
we are far off from God, the trace of our spirituality can not be sought
easily. I hope you are yearning for deep spirituality, and that you move to
the place of blessings with clear purposefulness. Finally, I bless in the
name of the Lord that you will become blessed saints who move to the
place of waiting for the Lord, who is to come promptly, and whose last
waiting for the Lord is completed.
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