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Sermon for Next Sund

THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS

“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.
2And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry. - ""Then Jesus said to him,
“Go, Satan! For it is written, ‘YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM
ONLY.”” ""Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him.
(Matthew 4:1~11)

uring Jesus' inauguration, God’s voice from heaven said, “This is

My beloved Son, in whom | am well-pleased”(Mt. 3:17). Jesus
came to this earth to do God's will. God's will is for people to believe in
Jesus Chiist as their Lord and Savior, so that they can be saved and
become His children, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave
the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His
name, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh ner of the
will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh, and dweit among
us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father,
full of grace and truth”(Jn. 1:12~14). Right after Jesus' inauguration, the

Holy Spirit led Him outside to be tempted by the devil, “Then Jesus was ~

led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil” (Mt.
4.1). The devil, Satan, has authority in this world. He wanted Christ to sin
so as to destroy God's plan for our salvation. Just as the devil tempted
Christ, he now enjoys tempting Christians. I've heard Christians claim
that the devil can’t tempt them, but this is so untrue. If the devil tempted
Christ, he can easily tempt any human. He is going to tempt you and me
because he wants to destroy our salvation! Let's look at his tricky
techniques, so that we can be prepared to stand firm in our faith

After Jesus fasted forty days and nights, He became very hungry. The
devil came to him in his hunger and said, “If You are the Son of God,
command that these stones become bread”(Mt. 4:3). Our physical bodies
always need something. Jesus went sometime without food, so His'body
craved food. His desire was to eat. Whatever your physical desires may
be that is where the devil likes to hit you with temptation. The devil
always tempts God's chosen people. Paul was concerned about the devil
tempting the Thessalonians, “For this reason, when | could endure: it no
longer, | also sent to find out about your faith, for fear that the tempter

might have tempted you, and our labor would be in vain”(1 Thes. 3:5).
The devil emphasized physical bread, but Jesus told the devil, "It is
written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that
proceeds out of the mouth of God'"(Mt. 4:4). Before entering the
Promised Land, Moses strongly told his people, “You shall remember all
the way which the Lord your God has led you in the wilderness these

forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in
your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. He
humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you
did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you
understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by
everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord”(Deut. 8:2~3). The
Word of Ged is the key to standing firm in your faith. Jesus taught us to
pray, “Give us this day our daily bread”(Mt. 6:11). The devil will tempt
you in your desires, so don't fall prey to his trap. Instead, stand firm in the
Word of God, which is Jesus Christ.

When the devil couldn’t get Jesus to fail through the lust of the flesh,
he went after the Just of the eyes. He took Jesus into Jerusalem and had
Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple. He said to Him, “If You are the

Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command His
angels concerning You; and on their hands they will bear You up, so that
You will not strike Your foot against a stone”(Mt. 4:6). If Jesus had
thrown Himself off this pinnacle and landed unharmed, the people
watching at the temple might have proclaimed Him as the Messiah. If
you're a Christian in an honorable place, like a pastor on a pulpit, and
others want you to show them how great you are, don't fall prey to
Satan’'s trap. The devil tries to use your desire for others to see you as
powerful. Be humble, put yourself down and put Jesus up. Today, there
are a lot of church leaders causing trouble this way. The devil guoted
Scripture (Ps. 91:11~12), omitting a phrase that was not suited for his
purpose (“in all your ways”), to try and get his way. Don't use the Word
of God for your own glory: Jesus responded to the devil by quoting
Scripture (Deut. 6:16), but He did so for God's glory. Don't let your eyes
wander from Jesus. Keep them focused heavenward, and the devil will
not prevail.

When the devil couldn't get Jesus to stumble, he pulled out his number
one weapon, which is the pride of life. He took Jesus to a very high
mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory;
and he said to Him, "All these things | will give You, if You fall down and
worship me” (Mt. 4:9). Satan had the authority as the ruler of this world to
make Jesus this offer. It was certainly much easier to bow than to take
the cross! The devil loves to tempt you with the easiest way. Jesus told
the devil, “Go, Satan! For it is written, "You shall worship the Lord your
God, and serve Him only’"(Mt. 4:10). The Lord quoted from Deuteronomy
6:13. Is the prince of this world controlling you now, or have you kicked
him out? When Peter was out of line, Jesus told him, "Get behind Me,
Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind

-on Ged's interests, but man's” (Mt. 16:23).

My dear friends, you will have victory over any temptation the devil
brings your way by keeping your faith in Christ. Jesus won the victory!
James 1:2 says, "Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter
various trials.” If you concentrate on Jesus Christ in your life you will win.
“Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | fear no
evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me"(Ps.
23:4). In today's terms, the devil started out attacking Jesus with one
million dollars, then two trillion dollars, and finally offered Him all the
money in the world. His attacks take on deeper issues as we grow older.
Please confess that Jesus alone is your Lord; the source of your life and
power. There is no way that you can escape the devil's temptations. You
have to face them. If you concentrate on Jesus Christ and deny yourself,
you will have victory. “Do not love the world nor the things in the world.
If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in-him. For all that
is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the
boastful pride of life, is not from the'Father, but is from the world. The
world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the ane who does the will of
God lives forever”(1 Jn. 2:15~17). Amen. f
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