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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

GOD’S WORD

13 How sweet are Your words to my taste! Yes, sweeter than honey to my mouth!
“9Erom Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every false way.
1 Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.

(Psalms 119:103~105)

he Word of God contains everything a person needs to know! The

writer of today's psalm beautifully expresses this thought through
his powerful praise of God's Word. Here is an Old Testament man who
found the key to life, and took great pleasure in learning, teaching, and
practicing God's Word. He loved praying to Ged and reading God's
Word. Paul, a New Testament man, also found the key to life. He found
God's Word profitable in all different situations. He confessed, “All
Seripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be
adequate, equipped for every good work”(2Tim. 3:16~17). Like these
two men, how can you apply their confidence in God's word to your
daily life?

When you're afraid to speak, read your Bible. Before Moses met God,
he experienced a huge failure in his communication abilities, which
forced him to give up his royal Egyptian lifestyle and take on a poor
shepherding position. God came to Moses and asked him to lead over
two million stiff-necked Israelites, even after he failed to handle just
one. Moses said to God, "'Please, Lord, | have never been eloguent,
neither recently nor in time past, nor since You have spoken to Your
servant; for | am slow of speech and slow of tongue.’ The LORD said to
him, ‘Who has made man’'s mouth? Or who makes him mute or deaf, or
seeing or blind? Is it not |, the LORD? Now then go, and |, even |, will be
with your mouth, and teach you what you are to say'"(Ex. 4:10~12).
Moses didn’t know how to talk to people. He felt incapable, just like us,
Jesus, before His ascension, asked all believers to go and spread the
good news. Christians are called to be the Lord's witnesses. Haven't
you ever been frightened to talk to someone about Jesus? Jeremiah
testifies, “Then the LORD stretched out His hand and touched my
mouth, and the LORD said ta me, 'Behold, | have put My words in your
mouth’”(Jer. 1:9). Do you believe it? Since God made your mouth, He
can surely put His words in it, but you have to do your part. You have to
read the Bible!

When you're feeling weak, read your Bible. Isaiah 40:28~31 say “Do
you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the LORD, the
Creator of the ends of the earth Does not become weary or tired His
understanding is inscrutable. He gives strength to the weary, And to him
who lacks might He increases power. Though youths grow weary and
tired, And vigorous young men stumble badly, Yet those who wait for
the LORD Will gain new strength; They will mount up with wings like
eagles, They will run and not get tired, They will walk and not become
weary.” How great is that? Often life's burdens drain away our strength,
but our problems never take God by surprise. God is our strength in
troubled times. Psalms 46:1 says, “God is our refuge and strength, A
very present help in trouble.” Ged will give you the capabilities you need
to perform the work at hand. He will renew your strength. He will give
you power when you grow weary and tired. Philippians 4:13 says, "l can
do all things through Him who strengthens me.” Do you really believe
it? Please, read your Bible, and let God strengthen you.

When fear tries to grip you, read your Bible. Isaiah 41:10~13 say “'Do
not fear, for | am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for | am
your God | will strengthen you, surely | will help you, Surely | will uphold

you with My righteous right hand; “Behold, all those who are angered at
you will be shamed and dishonored; Those who contend with you will
be as nothing and will perish. “You will seek those who quarrel with
you, but will not find them, Those who war with you will be as nothing
and non-existent. “For | am the LORD your God, who upholds your right
hand, Who says to you, ‘Do not fear, | will help you."" The whole Bible
continually mentions that God is with you wherever you go, and that
you never need to be fearful, but rather should always be strong and
courageous! When fear strikes, turn to God. Fear and faith are
opposites, but faith always overcomes fear. The Bible is a source of
faith. Please consider how often it speaks “fear not” and “trust in God."”
God is great! He loves you and will always protect you. Next time fear
strikes, open your Bible and read the Word of God with faith.

When the tempter is near, read your Bible. 1Corinthians 10:13 says,
“No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and
God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you
are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so
that you will be able to endure it.” God provides the way out. He will
give you the power to be able to bear the testing. Temptations are
limited, but God is unlimited. Jesus is our prime example. When Satan
tempted Him in the wilderness, Jesus used God's Word. Three times
the devil tried to trick Him, and three times Jesus responded with God's
Word. Jesus overcame the tempter by quoting Scripture. You can do the
same. God will meet you where you are, and you can find out where
you are by reading the Bible. The Holy Spirit will open your heart and
mind to hear and understand God's Word. James 1:23~25 say “For if
anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who
looks at his natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself
and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he
was. But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty,
and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual
doer, this man will be blessed in what he does.” The Word of God is the
means of Christian growth, a mirror that reflects your defects, the
ethical guide for Christian living, and the standard for judgment. Jesus
said, “If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine;
and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free”(Jn.
8:31~32). He also said, "He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said,
‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water'"(Jn. 7:38).
Read your Bible, so that when the tempter strikes God's Word strikes
back.

My dear friend, please grasp the utter significance, the ultimate
importance of reading the Bible, There's nothing more important for you
to do than to read your Bible. It is never a waste of time. Too many of
today's Christians put other things before their Bible time. Please read
your Bible first. You will never go wrong and you will never regret it.
When you read your Bible, you never lose anything, but gain everything.
God's Word will give you speaking power, refresh your insides,
eliminate doubts and fears, and will easily defeat whatever the devil has
going on around you. Spend time in God's Word every day. Make it a
priority now. Let God's Word fill you with unspeakable and unimaginable
love, joy and peace. Amen.
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